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NOTE 
Apart from fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, or review as permitted under 
the Copyright Act, no part of this report, its attachments or appendices may be reproduced by any process 
without the written consent of Blackwood Ecological Services.  We have prepared this report for the 
specific purpose only for which it is supplied. This report is strictly limited to the Purpose and the facts and 
matters stated in it and does not apply directly or indirectly and will not be used for any other application, 
purpose, use or matter. 
 
In preparing this report we have assumed that all information and documents provided to us by the Client 
or as a result of a specific request or enquiry were complete, accurate and up-to-date. Where we have 
obtained information from a government register or database, we have assumed that the information is 
accurate. Where an assumption has been made, we have not made any independent investigations with 
respect to the matters the subject of that assumption. We are not aware of any reason why any of the 
assumptions are incorrect. 
 
This report is presented without the assumption of a duty of care to any other person (other than the 
Client). The report may not contain sufficient information for the purposes of a Third Party or for other 
uses. Blackwood Ecological Services will not be liable to a Third Party for any loss, damage, liability or 
claim arising out of or incidental to a Third Party publishing, using or relying on the facts, content, opinions 
or subject matter contained in this report. 
 
If a Third Party uses or relies on the facts, content, opinions or subject matter contained in this report with 
or without the consent of Blackwood Ecological Services, Blackwood Ecological Services disclaims all risk 
and the Third Party assumes all risk and releases and indemnifies and agrees to keep indemnified Blackwood 
Ecological Services from any loss, damage, claim or liability arising directly or indirectly from the use of or 
reliance on this report. 
 
In this note, a reference to loss and damage includes past and prospective economic loss, loss of profits, 
damage to property, injury to any person (including death) costs and expenses incurred in taking measures 
to prevent, mitigate or rectify any harm, loss of opportunity, legal costs, compensation, interest and any 
other direct, indirect, consequential or financial or other loss. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
Blackwood Ecological Services have been engaged to complete a Supplementary Ecological 
Assessment for a proposed rezoning of land at Hills Road, Rileys Hill. The land is proposed to be 
rezoned to allow for residential subdivision.  
 
An Ecological assessment of the site was completed by Blackwood Ecology in 2020.  The 
Biodiversity and Conservation Division (BCD) of DPIE completed a review of the planning 
proposal in December 2021.  BCD have made a number of recommendations related to additional 
ecological assessment for the site. 

1.2 The Subject site 
The Subject site refers to the area proposed for rezoning.  The Subject site for this study consists 
of land within Lot 100 DP 1201719.  The Subject site is approximately 8.27 hectares.   
 
The Subject site is located to the immediate south of the existing residential area of Rileys Hill.  
The site is accessed via Hills Road which forms the eastern boundary of the site.  The western 
section of Broadwater National Park is located on the other side of Hills Road.  Broadwater 
National Park is an area of 4290 hectares of wet and dry heathland, eucalypt forest, swampland 
and woodland. The park extends from near the village of Evans Head in the south, northwards 
towards the village of Broadwater and includes 9 kilometres of coastline.    
 
The site is currently used for grazing and consists predominantly of grassland with forested 
vegetation in lower lying areas along the eastern boundary. 

1.3 Additional ecological assessment 
BCD have requested that additional work be completed on the site including: 

• A detailed Hairy joint grass survey across the site during a suitable time of year (considered to 

be November-April). 

• Mapping of all potential Wallum froglet habitat on the site. 

• Location of all specimens of Scrub turpentine across the site.  

 
This supplementary assessment addresses these additional information requirements.  The BCD 
response is included in full as APPENDIX A. 
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2 ADDITIONAL FLORA SURVEY 

2.1 Introduction 
BCD have requested additional survey be completed by a suitably qualified and experienced person 
to:  

• target any occurrence of Hairy joint grass (Arthraxon hispidus) on the site. Surveys are to be 
undertaken in accordance with the Department’s Surveying threatened plants and their habitats 
(2020) and are to be completed within the months from November to April. 

• target any occurrence of Scrub turpentine (Rhodamnia rubescens) on the site. Surveys are to 
be undertaken in accordance with the Department’s Surveying threatened plants and their 
habitats (2020). 

2.2 Methodology 
Blackwood Ecology completed a Hairy joint grass and Scrub turpentine survey of the site on the 
18th of March 2022 with additional survey completed on the 19th May 2022.  All areas of the site 
were surveyed in accordance with the Department’s Surveying threatened plants and their habitats (2020).   
 
FIGURE 1 shows handheld GPS records (Garmin MAP 78) of survey tracks on the site from the 
18th of March. This survey allowed for thorough coverage of the site. 

2.3 Results 
No occurrences of Hairy joint grass were recorded on the site in March or May 2022.   
 
It should be noted that surveys in 2018 also did not record this species.  The 2018 surveys were 
completed on the 2nd May.  Blackwood Ecology have previously found Hairy joint grass to be 
readily detectable on sites on the North Coast in the month of May and it is considered that the 
results of the 2018 survey further support the conclusion that Hairy joint grass is not present on 
the Subject site. 
 
No occurrences of Scrub turpentine were recorded on the site. A single occurrence of this species 
was observed within a forested area on the neighbouring property to the west of the Subject site.   
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3 WALLUM FROGLET HABITAT SURVEY 

3.1 Introduction 
BCD have requested additional survey be completed by a suitably qualified and experienced person 
to determine the full extent of Wallum froglet (Crinia tinnula) habitat within the planning area. 

3.2 Methodology 
Blackwood Ecology completed a Wallum froglet habitat survey of the site on the 18th of March 
2022 with additional survey completed on the 19th May 2022.  All areas of the site were surveyed.   
 
FIGURE 1 shows handheld GPS records of survey tracks on the site from the 18th of March. This 
survey allowed for thorough coverage of the site. 

3.2.1 Results 

Core Wallum froglet is centred around the lower lying forested area along the eastern boundary of 
the site.  This area includes ponds and shallow channels of wallum-influenced low pH waters 
fringed by Broad-leaved paperbark and supporting native ferns (such as Gristle fern, Swamp water 
fern and Batswing fern) and sedges (including Tall saw sedge, Baloskion tetraphyllum and Cyperus 
species) together with native and exotic grasses. 
 
As the topography rises to the south, west and north the level of inundation decreases and exotic 
pasture grassland dominates, with little native vegetation cover and no areas of standing water.  
FIGURE 2 shows the extent of Wallum froglet habitat with the interface between wallum 
influenced wetland/swamp sclerophyll woodland and pasture grassland mapped with the aid of 
handheld GPS.  This area closely corresponds with the proposed E2 zone with a small area located 
within the proposed RU1 zone. 
 
Wallum froglets were heard calling from several locations during site surveys in March and May 
2022. All of these locations are located within the area of mapped habitat as shown in FIGURE 
2. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
BCD REVIEW OF PLANNING PROPOSAL 
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APPENDIX B 
PROPOSED ZONING LAYOUT  
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